




When Hurricane Sandy leaves a trail of destruction along the East Coast, FEMA 
Corps members provide immediate disaster relief and recovery services in 
coordination with FEMA.  

The devastating storm causes 160 deaths and $65 billion in property damage along the East Coast of the 
United States.  In the year that follows, more than 3,800 national service participants respond, managing 
shelters, mucking and gutting homes, and coordinating more than 30,000 volunteers to provide critical 
recovery services.  AmeriCorps members deployed to the area work with the American Red Cross to muck 
out more than 3,000 homes in New York and New Jersey.  Among the responders are the first FEMA Corps 
units trained in disaster response.  

“AmeriCorps volunteers lifted the 
spirits of the people of our state.” 

– New Jersey Governor Chris Christie

"...I know firsthand that these 
programs are essential to improve the 
lives of those around us." 

–  U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich

Martin Heinrich is the first AmeriCorps alumnus elected to the U.S. Senate.

After serving two terms in the U.S. House of Representatives, Martin Heinrich (D-NM) now proudly 
serves as a U.S. Senator.   Reflecting on his service with AmeriCorps, Senator Heinrich says, "I spent the 
better part of a year doing construction, education, and fieldwork for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
and I know firsthand that these programs are essential to improve the lives of those around us.” Senator 
Heinrich now serves on the National Service Congressional Caucus.

Federal agencies announce National Council to build 
21st Century Conservation Corps.

Leaders of eight federal departments and agencies sign an agreement 
setting up a national council to guide the implementation of the 
21st Century Conservation Service Corps (21CSC), a national service 
effort to engage 100,000 American youth and returning veterans in 
service protecting, restoring and enhancing America’s great outdoors 
every year. The 21CSC National Council includes the Secretaries of 
the Interior, Agriculture, Commerce, and Labor, as well as the EPA 
Administrator, Chair of the President’s Council on Environmental 
Quality, CEO of the Corporation for National and Community Service, 
and Assistant Secretary for the Army. Council members have worked 
together to develop innovative service opportunities, including the U.S. 
Forest Service AmeriCorps Partnership, which will engage more than 
300 AmeriCorps members and other youth in national service projects 
to restore the nation’s forests and grasslands.

Credit: Jacob Frank, Utah Conservation Corps
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U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan announces School Turnaround 
AmeriCorps, a partnership between the U.S. Department of Education and the 
Corporation for National and Community Service.

The School Turnaround AmeriCorps program is designed to enhance and accelerate school improvement efforts 
in some of the nation’s lowest performing schools through national service.  School Turnaround AmeriCorps 
members help to keep students on track to high school graduation by working to increase student academic 
achievement, attendance, and high school graduation rates, improving college and career readiness, and providing 
college enrollment assistance and advisement.  In the first grant cycle, 13 organizations are selected to place 
approximately 650 School Turnaround AmeriCorps members in 70 schools across 14 states and Washington, DC.  
First round recipients of School Turnaround AmeriCorps grants include Austin Independent School District, City 
Year, Detroit Parent Network, LearningWorks, and Teach For America.

The first annual Mayors Day of Recognition for 
National Service is held to honor the impact of 
national service members across the country.

The first annual Mayors Day of Recognition for National Service unites 
mayors across the country to highlight the impact of national service 
and honor those who serve in their communities.  Championed by 
Philadelphia Mayor Michael Nutter, 832 mayors representing all 50 
states, Washington, DC, Guam, and Puerto Rico officially recognize the 
work that AmeriCorps and Senior Corps members are contributing to 
their communities.  In 2014, 1,760 mayors join in the celebration.  This 
initiative is now led by the Corporation for National and Community 
Service, the U.S. Conference of Mayors, Cities of Service, and the 
National League of Cities.

President Barack Obama launches STEM 
AmeriCorps at the White House Science Fair.  

A growing number of jobs require skills in science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics (STEM), and the United States needs 
a world-class STEM workforce to address the challenges of the 
21st century.  In response to this national need, President Obama 
announces STEM AmeriCorps, a multi-year initiative to place hundreds 
of AmeriCorps members in nonprofit organizations across the country 
to inspire young people to excel in STEM education.  In 2014, the 
Corporation for National and Community Service significantly expands 
the program by supporting 256 AmeriCorps VISTA members in six 
Southern states to connect 18,000 at-risk students in low-performing 
schools to STEM opportunities.  

Credit: Corporation for National and Community Service

Credit: Claire Duggan for City Year, Inc. 

2013

Credit: Corporation for National and Community Service

Credit: Corporation for National and Community Service
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Credit: Corporation for National and Community Service

The Corporation for National and Community Service launches the Governor and Mayor 
Initiative, a new grant program to spur public-private partnerships at the state and local level.

As thousands of service leaders gather at the National Conference on Volunteering and Service, the Corporation 
for National and Community Service announces the Governor and Mayor Initiative.  The 2013 AmeriCorps grant 
competition pilots the new program, providing an opportunity for state and local officials to identify a pressing need in 
their area and partner with local nonprofits to address that challenge by deploying AmeriCorps members.  In the first 
year of the program, nine states are awarded Governor and Mayor Initiative grants.  

URBAN SAFETY PROGRAM  
The Urban Safety Program, one 
of the first Governor and Mayor 
Initiative grantees, championed by 
Michigan Governor Rick Snyder and 
Detroit Mayor Dave Bing, utilizes 36 
AmeriCorps members as catalysts 
to mobilize and recruit community 
volunteers to improve public safety 
in targeted Detroit neighborhoods.  
The program has reduced crime in 
targeted neighborhoods by 44 percent, 
decreasing the cost of crime in the city 
of Detroit by $62 million.

VetSuccess AmeriCorps program is launched to enhance support for returning veterans.

VetSuccess AmeriCorps combines the resources, expertise, and infrastructure of AmeriCorps and the existing 
VetSuccess on Campus program at the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. The purpose of the initiative is to expand and 
strengthen existing supports for returning veterans to increase college completion rates among the veteran population.  
The partnership places 64 AmeriCorps members across approximately 32 college campuses to support veteran students.
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JULY 15
President Barack Obama creates the Task Force on 
Expanding National Service.

President Barack Obama announces the Task Force on Expanding 
National Service at a White House event honoring the contributions of 
President George H.W. Bush to the service and volunteering community.  
Recognizing the value of national service in improving lives and 
strengthening communities, the Task Force on Expanding National 
Service is created to develop strategies to expand national service to meet 
national needs through collaborations with other federal agencies and the 
private sector.  The Task Force is co-chaired by Wendy Spencer, CEO of 
the Corporation for National and Community Service, and Cecilia Muñoz, 
Director of the Domestic Policy Council.  

The Task Force has helped to launch the following 
national service initiatives:

Financial Opportunity Corps
Working with Bank of America and Points of Light, the new 
Financial Opportunity Corps program will bring financial 
coaching to 10 communities across the nation. justice AmeriCorps

This partnership between the Corporation for National and Community 
Service and the U.S. Department of Justice will enroll approximately 100 

lawyers and paralegals as AmeriCorps members to provide legal services to 
the most vulnerable of the unaccompanied immigrant children crossing the 

border without a parent or guardian.ServiceWorks
As part of a three-year project to help 25,000 low-income 
youth develop the skills needed to prepare for college and 
career, 225 AmeriCorps members will engage youth ages 
16 to 24 in a volunteer response effort in 10 cities.  This is 
a collaboration between AmeriCorps, Points of Light, and 
the Citi Foundation. Youth Opportunity AmeriCorps

The Corporation for National and Community Service and the U.S. Department of 
Justice’s Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention are investing up to $10 

million over three years to create Youth Opportunity AmeriCorps, a new program to 
enroll disconnected youth in national service programs. 

U.S. Forest Service AmeriCorps Partnership
The U.S. Department of Agriculture and the Corporation for National and Community Service have joined in a 
partnership to engage more than 300 AmeriCorps members and other youth in gaining valuable career skills and 
experience while restoring the nation’s forests and grasslands.  This initiative is a result of the National Council 
that was created to implement the 21st Century Conservation Service Corps.

Aspire Mentoring Academy Corps
AT&T is joining with AmeriCorps and MENTOR to launch a new program to place 

AmeriCorps members in regions across the country and engage thousands of at-risk 
youth in mentoring activities.
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In an article in the Chicago Tribune, President Bill Clinton and Chelsea 
Clinton track the history of service in the United States, celebrate the 
impact of AmeriCorps members across the country, and call for the 
expansion of opportunities for Americans to serve their communities. 

The Franklin Project, National Conference on Citizenship, ServiceNation, 
and Voices for National Service join together to launch the National Service 
Alliance.

Comprised of the four partner organizations, the National Service Alliance seeks to make national service 
a cultural expectation, a common opportunity, and a civic rite of passage for all Americans. 

The U.S. Conference of Mayors unanimously passes a 
resolution endorsing national service as a cost-effective 
solution to the challenges facing the nation’s cities.

At the 82nd annual meeting of U.S. Conference of Mayors held in Dallas, Texas, 
238 mayors from across the country unanimously approve a resolution supporting 
national service.  The resolution endorses national service as a critical and 
effective solution to community challenges facing mayors across the country, and 
encourages mayors to partner with the Corporation for National and Community 
Service to create additional sources of funding for national service.

Courtesy; William J. Clinton Presidential Library

2014

"Community service is at the core 
of our country's national character." 

–  President Bill Clinton and Chelsea Clinton
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Credit: Carmen K. Sisson/Cloudybright

 1.2 Billion hours of  
service 

MILLIONS  
OF LIVES IMPROVED

ALUMNI

AND COUNTING...

In the 20 YEARS since AmeriCorps was created:

More 
than

have been contributed 
by AmeriCorps members 
across the country.

has been earned to make higher 
education more accessible 
and affordable for alumni of 
AmeriCorps programs.

by AmeriCorps members, more recently targeting their 
efforts toward six focus areas: education, environmental 
stewardship, healthy futures, veterans and military 
families, economic opportunity, and disaster services.

 are doing outstanding work and making 
valuable contributions after their term of service.

"[Serving as an AmeriCorps member,] I 
realized that I loved teaching.  Here I am 
some 15 years later." 

–  Kathy Hollowell-Makle, 2013 Teacher of the Year, District of Columbia 
Public Schools

INDIVIDUALS
have taken the AmeriCorps pledge. 900,000More 

than
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“ Serving as an AmeriCorps member
with Teach For America gave me an 

opportunity to find my passion, helping 

students dream big and working every day 

to ensure those dreams become a reality.” 
– Miguel Solis, President, Dallas Independent 

School District Board of Trustees

“The most important lesson 
that I learned from working with 

AmeriCorps is that you can't get anything 

done in a silo.  How do you get things 

done? You can't do it on your own.” 
– Christine Riley, Director of Corporate 

Responsibility, Dunkin’ Brands

“I took everything I learned 
from AmeriCorps: first you get a plan, and 

then you find the key players involved.” 
– Rhonda Ulmer, Founding Director,  

University for Parents (UP)
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Chief Executive Officers of 
the Corporation for National 
and Community Service

Eli Segal, 1993-1995

Harris Wofford, 1995-2001

Wendy Zenker, January-October 2001*

Leslie Lenkowsky, 2001-2003

James Manning,  
     August-December 2003*

David Eisner, 2003-2009

Nicola Goren, 2009-2010*

Patrick Corvington, 2010-2011

Robert Velasco II, 2011-2012*

Wendy Spencer, 2012-Present

*Acting Chief Executive Officer

Board Chairs of the 
Corporation for National 
and Community Service

James Joseph, 1994-1995

Reatha Clark King,  
      February 1996-June 1996*

Bob Rogers, 1996-1999

Tom Ehrlich, September 1999*

Arthur Naparstek, March 2000*

Chris Gallagher, June 2000*

Bob Rogers, September 2000*

Dorothy "Dottie" Johnson, May 2001*

Stephen Goldsmith, 2001-2009

Alan Solomont, April 2009-October 
2009

Stephen Goldsmith,  
      February 2010-May 2010**

Mark Gearan, 2010-2011

Laysha Ward, 2012-2014

Lisa Garcia Quiroz, 2014-Present

*Acting Board Chair 	 

**Interim Board Chair

AmeriCorps Directors

Catherine Milton, Vice President for 
National and Community Service 
Programs, 1993-1994

Diana V. Rodriguez Algra, 1994-1998

Deborah R. Jospin, 1998-2001

Rosemary K. Mauk, 2001-2006

Kristin B. McSwain, 2006-2010

John S. Gomperts, 2010-2012

William C. Basl, 2012-Present
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Co-Chairs

Rep. David Price (NC)

Rep. Doris Matsui (CA)

Members (Alphabetical)

Rep. Karen Bass (CA)

Rep. Earl Blumenauer (OR)

Rep. Bruce Braley (IA)

Rep. Cheri Bustos (IL)

Rep. Michael Capuano (MA)

Rep. André Carson (IN)

Rep. Matt Cartwright (PA)

Rep. David Cicilline (RI)

Rep. Tom Cole (OK)

Rep. John Conyers (MI)

Rep. Joe Courtney (CT)

Rep. Joseph Crowley (NY)

Rep. Danny Davis (IL)

Rep. Peter DeFazio (OR)

Rep. Rosa DeLauro (CT)

Rep. Suzan DelBene (WA)

Rep. Lloyd Doggett (TX)

Rep. Mike Doyle (PA)

Rep. William Enyart (IL)

Rep. Gene Green (TX)

Rep. Denny Heck (WA)

Rep. Brian Higgins (NY)

Rep. Mike Honda (CA)

Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson (TX)

Rep. Hakeem Jeffries (NY)

Rep. Hank Johnson (GA)

Rep. David Joyce (OH)

Rep. Marcy Kaptur (OH)

Rep. Joe Kennedy III (MA)

Rep. Dan Kildee (MI)

Rep. Derek Kilmer (WA)

Rep. Ron Kind (WI)

Rep. Peter King (NY)

Rep. Tom Latham (IA)

Rep. Sander Levin (MI)

Rep. John Lewis (GA)

Rep. Dave Loebsack (IA)

Rep. Zoe Lofgren (CA)

Rep. Billy Long (MO)

Rep. Stephen Lynch (MA)

Rep. Carolyn Maloney (NY)

Rep. Carolyn McCarthy (NY)

Rep. Betty McCollum (MN)

Rep. Jim McDermott (WA)

Rep. James McGovern (MA)

Rep. Mike McIntyre (NC)

Rep. Luke Messer (IN)

Rep. Jim Moran (VA)

Rep. Eleanor Holmes Norton (DC)

Rep. Ed Perlmutter (CO)

Rep. Mark Pocan (WI)

Rep. Jared Polis (CO)

Rep. Nick Rahall (WV)

Rep. Charles Rangel (NY)

Rep. Dave Reichert (WA)

Rep. Lucille Roybal-Allard (CA)

Rep. Tim Ryan (OH)

Rep. Loretta Sánchez (CA)

Rep. John Sarbanes (MD)

Rep. Jan Schakowsky (IL)

Rep. Adam Schiff (CA)

Rep. Allyson Y. Schwartz (PA)

Rep. Robert “Bobby” Scott (VA)

Rep. José Serrano (NY)

Rep. Carol Shea-Porter (NH)

Rep. Louise Slaughter (NY)

Rep. Adam Smith (WA)

Rep. Steve Stivers (OH)

Rep. Lee Terry (NE)

Rep. Chris Van Hollen (MD)

Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz (FL)

Rep. Henry Waxman (CA)

Rep. Frederica Wilson (FL)

United States Senate  
Co-Chairs

Sen. Thad Cochran  (MS)

Sen. Barbara Mikulski (MD)

Members (Alphabetical)

Sen. Tammy Baldwin (WI)

Sen. Michael Bennet (CO)

Sen. Richard Blumenthal (CT)

Sen. John Boozman (AR)

Sen. Sherrod Brown (OH)

Sen. Chris Coons (DE)

Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (NY)

Sen. Tom Harkin (IA)

Sen. Martin Heinrich (NM)

Sen. Dean Heller (NV)

Sen. Patty Murray (WA)

Sen. Bernard Sanders (VT)

Sen. Charles Schumer (NY)

Sen. Jeanne Shaheen (NH)

Sen. Debbie Stabenow (MI)

Sen. Jon Tester (MT)

Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse  (RI)

Sen. Roger Wicker (MS)

National Service Congressional Caucus Members

United States House of Representatives
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Join Us!  

Voices for National Service is a diverse coalition of national service programs, state service commissions and 
individual champions, who work to ensure Americans of all ages have the opportunity to serve and volunteer in 
their communities. Founded in 2003, Voices for National Service has built strong bipartisan support among our 
nation's leaders and has helped to position national service as a viable policy solution to tackle unmet needs, expand 
opportunity, and leverage human capital.  Drawing on the combined experience and knowledge of the service 
community, Voices for National Service led the effort to design, develop and pass the Edward M. Kennedy Serve 
America Act in 2009.  This bipartisan legislation, which earned 79 affirmative votes in the U.S. Senate, serves as 
a road map to a revitalized and more innovative national service infrastructure in America.  Voices for National 
Service has also worked to build a strong body of research that demonstrates the high return-on-investment and 
other unique benefits of national service.

To learn more about Voices for National Service and to find out how you can become a member, please:

Check out our website - www.voicesforservice.org 
Follow us on Twitter - @voices4service 
Contact us - info@voicesforservice.org  
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