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Dear Chairman Blunt, Ranking Member Murray, Chairman Cole, and Ranking Member DeLauro:

As leaders of education organizations that work to ensure that all students across the country receive a high
quality education, we are writing to ask you to protect funding for the Corporation for National and
Community Service (CNCS) and the AmeriCorps and Senior Corps members who help schools effectively
meet the needs of our nation’s students.

We recognize that Congress will face challenging decisions about federal spending and national priorities this
year, and we ask that CNCS, AmeriCorps, and Senior Corps remain among your top priorities. National
service members play a critical role in helping schools implement locally-selected evidence-based
improvement strategies, provide students with a well-rounded education, and support students’ health, safety,
and well-being. These programs are crucial for districts across the country, enabling them to effectively plan
for and provide support to our students, teachers, and the broader community.

In addition, AmeriCorps serves as a critical professional pipeline for tomorrow’s teachers and educational
leaders. Through participation in national service programs, AmeriCorps members are exposed to the unique
challenges facing our nation’s students and schools. By self-selecting into the field of education after their
term of service, AmeriCorps alumni create a robust and diverse supply of teachers and administrative leaders
equipped to address complex issues, student needs, and many schools and organizations recruit AmeriCorps
alumni for teaching and other leadership positions.

School districts across the country benefit from the high-impact, cost-effective services that organizations
supported by CNCS provide. Nationally, about half of CNCS funding directed toward education, with nearly
12,000 traditional district, public charter, and parochial schools receiving support from national service
programs. Furthermore, national service delivers broader benefits to our community. A study by economists
at Columbia University found that for every federal dollar invested in national service, there is a nearly $4
return to society in terms of higher earnings, increased output, and other community benefits.

On behalf of our students, educators, schools and communities, we urge you to protect funding for CNCS,
AmeriCorps, and Senior Corps. If our schools lose national service members, it will be exceedingly difficult to
ensure students receive the attention and support they require to succeed in school and the workforce.

Sincerely,

JoAnn Bartoletti, Executive Director, National Association of Secondary School Principals

Ron Berger, Chief Academic Officer, EL. Education

Naila Bolus, President & CEO, Jumpstart

Sonji Branch, Executive Director, Communities In Schools of Memphis

Marcus Brandon, Executive Director, NorthCarolinaCAN

Alice Cain, Executive Vice President, Teach Plus

Pamela Cantor, M.D., President and CEO, Turnaround for Children

Debbie Connell, Executive Director, Dodge Connection-Communities In Schools of Dodge County, Inc.
Kim Cook, Executive Director, National College Access Network



Betsy Corcoran, CEO, CoFounder, EdSurge

Maryann Donahue, Executive Director, Global Gardens

Jonah Edelman, Co-founder and CEO, Stand for Children

Dale Erquiaga, President & CEO, Communities In Schools

Yatibaey Evans, President, Board of Directors, National Indian Education Association

Chris Flippo, Executive Director, East Side Learning Center

Jane Riley Gambrell, Executive Director, Communities In Schools of the Charleston Area, Inc.
Catalina Garcia-Quick, Executive Director, Communities In Schools of Savannah

Becky Gay, Executive Director, Communities In Schools of Fitzgerald/Ben Hill County, Inc.
Steve Gilbert, CEO, Communities In Schools of Jacksonville

Michael Goar, Chief Executive Officer, Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Greater T'win Cities
Mark Graham, President and CEO, Tulsa Area United Way

Jodi Grant, Executive Director, Afterschool Alliance

Jennifer Green, CEO, Urban Teachers

Kimberly Green, Executive Director, Advance CTE

Virgel Hammonds, Chief Learning Officer, KnowledgeWorks

Mike Harper, Executive Director, Communities In Schools of the Heart of Texas

Roy Jackson, Executive Director, Family Connection & Communities In Schools of Washington County
Jenese Jones, Executive director, MarylandCAN

Moira Kenney, Executive Director, First 5 Association of California

Traci Kirtley, Chief Program Officer, College Possible

Jim Kohlmoos, Principal, EDGE

Elyssa Linares, President/ CEO, Communities in Schools of Miami

Anissa Listak, Founder and Chief Executive Officer, National Center for Teacher Residencies
Camille Maben, Executive Director, First 5 California

Heather Margolis, Executive Director, Montana Education Partnership

Carmel Martin, Executive Vice President for Policy, Center for American Progress

Jack McCarthy, CEO and President AppleTree Institute for Education Innovation

Tom McKeon, Vice President and Executive Director, City Year Tulsa

Amy Meuers, CEO, National Youth Leadership Council

Chris Meyer, CEO, New Schools for Baton Rouge

Timothy Mulligan, President/ CEO, Communities In Schools of the Lehigh Valley

Michael O'Sullivan, Executive Director, GeorgiaCAN

Brian Paschal, President/ CEO, Foundation for Tulsa Schools

Marc Porter Magee, Chief Executive Officer, 50CAN

Cynthia Qualls, Vice President, Resource Development, Tulsa Area United Way

Eric Rodriguez, Vice President, Office of Research, Advocacy, and Legislation, National Council of La Raza
Kathy Seibold, Executive Director, ImpactTulsa

Andrew Seligsohn, President, Campus Compact

Reid Setzer, Government Affairs Director, Young Invincibles

David Shapiro, Chief Executive Officer, MENTOR: The National Mentoring Partnership
Regina Smith, Executive Director, Communities In Schools of Cochran/Bleckley County & Family
Connection Community Partnership, Inc.

Lucas Spielfogel, Executive Director, Baton Rouge Youth Coalition (BRYC)

Beth Sutkus Thompson, CEO, KIPP Bay Area Schools

Gia Truong, CEO, Envision Education

Tiffany Tyler, PhD, Chief Executive Officer, Communities in Schools of Nevada

Elisa Villanueva Beard, CEO, Teach For America

Kirk Wester, Executive Director, Growing Together

Bob Wise, President, Alliance for Excellent Education
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